


north country 





NOYEMBER 
DECEMBER 


A959 


wermont- new hampshire 





BOOK SELECTION 


ELECTION is choosing for excellence or fitness; and choice, the dict” 

tionary tells us, is an act of the will. Book selection is, therefore, the act 7 
of choosing books for their excellence as compared to other books, or for theig # 
fitness for the particular library in which they are to be placed. It is a treme 
dous responsibility when one considers that the freedoms which we so cherish! 
and which have been bred into the bone of New Englanders for 300 years aie 
here clearly demonstrable. . 


No agency says to the librarian, “Here is a list of books suitable for a to 
of 500 people (or 1,000, or 2,000), or suitable for a budget of $100 a year 
(or $500, or $1,000).” Even this publication, which exists solely to be of hel 
to librarians in towns under 10,000 population does not say of its booklist,” 


“These are the books you must buy.” It is for the librarian to select, to make = 
a choice. 


Yet this freedom to choose brings with it the responsibility to observe of, 
maintain the freedom of others, and no librarian would undertake the sele 
tion of books according to his personal likes or dislikes, but in relation to t 


likes and dislikes, the needs and desires of the community as a whole. T 4 
librarian with an extremely limited budget may think “choice” is not only. 
an act of will, but an act of will-power—the will-power to eliminate so many” 
good and desirable books. The smaller the budget, the greater the challenge,’ 
the more select and choice the books. 


L. H. 
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Buying Books--Privilege and Responsibility 
by THELMA BRACKETT 
Librarian, U.N.H. Library 


RESUMABLY you are an enthusiast for books, or you would not be in 

library work. Presumably, too, you have an irresistible urge to own 
certain books. How do you decide which to buy? If your means are unlimited, 
naturally you buy all that you want or may want to read, and then decide 
which to keep. But whose means today are unlimited? So, generally, you 
want to read more books than you want to own; and often you want to savor 
a book before you buy it. Exceptions? Of course! Your favorite author; the 
known writers in your special field; the books you know you'll want to be 
referring to constantly. For the rest, you depend upon reviews, the library 
copy, bookstore browsing; and you buy only those you decide you must have. 
The family’s interests are naturally considered too, and the reading ability 

of the children. 

'  Isn’t the thinking the same in buying for a library? Favorite authors—the 
authors who will be read widely by the library’s public, and the authors 
whose appeal will last, through the generations, for a group large or small. 
The outstanding books in the fields of community interest—if, for instance, 
the town is in a location geologically significant, books written to explain 
that or comparable geological formations. The essential reference tools for a 
library your size—if you don’t know which these are, you consult the appro- 
priate book lists; and you build the collection systematically. 

Presumably some money will be left for additional purchases. What should 
they be? Just as you consider every member of the family in adding to your 
own library, so you will consider every age group and all interests in buying 
for the community. 

Does the State Library bookmobile serve your area? If not, the mail does! 
Ask for the books you think you may want to buy. Savor them yourself; try 
them out on readers whose opinions are sound. If a book proves ephemeral, 
or indispensable reading for a few readers only, the State Library copy should 
fill your need. If information given is inaccurate, presentation of facts biased 
or distorted, organization of material poor, writing below standard, a needed 
index lacking, look for something better on the subject. Or forget it. You 
want only top quality books in your library. 


Book selection not a one-man job 
But your time, and maybe your background, is insufficient to judge all 
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the possibilities. You’d be more than human if it weren’t! So study your 
community as well as the tools for book selection. Approach a number of 
bookminded citizens, and persuade them to help you with the evaluations, 
The right choice of such a committee will provide a group glad to help, and 
will benefit both themselves and the library. A music lover, perhaps; a labor 
leader; a business man; a farmer; a parent who knows children’s books; and 
that omnivorous and discriminating reader who glows when confronted with 
a jewel of a book, be it poetry, historical novel, “mystery,” or an outstanding 
essay approach to a subject. Such a committee, chosen with community 
interests in mind, with occasional advice from a busy specialist in a particular 
field, will be of inestimable help. They will all be following book news in their 
fields of special interest, and will rarely miss a title you should have. Then 
the winnowing with book appraisal media may be necessary to keep within 
your budget. 

Perhaps your collection must be small; but make it representative of com- 
munity interests, and have every book in it one you can be proud of for the 
contribution it can make to the life of your community. 


BOOK SELECTION TOOLS 
by MARION E. BURNS, Assistant Secretary 
Free Public Library Commission, Montpelier, Vermont 


The librarian of a public library has many duties to perform, but none is 
more important than choosing books for his readers. This is especially true 
for the library open a few hours a week and staffed by a part-time librarian. 
For various reasons the librarian cannot read all books purchased. He must 
depend on reviews to choose among the many titles published yearly, and 
make that small budget serve his readers well. 

Before choosing books, let us assume the following. The librarian knows 
his present collection, the need and interest of his community, and is anxious 
to attract new readers through his choice of books. Also, he and his Library 
Board have worked out a general policy of what books will be purchased. 

In checking reviews the librarian should list on cards the titles his budget 
will allow for purchase now, and also those he may want to purchase later. 
These could be kept in a cumulative file to which reference can be made fot 
purchase at some later date. Otherwise, many an excellent—and needed— 
book is forgotten. 




















Vermont Free Public Library staff at Book Selection Session. Left to right: Leslie 
Smith, Arlene Sargeant, Marion Burns, Ruth Paquette, Jane Hobson, Doris Bates, 
Esther Swift. 


One more suggestion. No matter how small the budget, a few dollars should 
be set aside each year for some needed reference book or to replace an out- 
dated encyclopedia. The librarian would do well to consult his State Library 
Agency for advice in choice of reference books. Lists for use of small libraries 
have been carefully compiled by trained staff members. The Subscription 
Books Bulletin—now part of the Booklist—gives valuable detailed reviews 
of reference books. 

A small library can afford only one or two of the tools suggested below. 
Some, such as periodicals, may already be in the library; others could be 
borrowed from the State Agency—such as standard catalogs for subject 
suggestions. A few of the less expensive reviewing tools, published with the 
small library in mind, are described in detail. Others are listed at the end 
of this article. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 


NORTH COUNTRY LIBRARIES. BOOKLIST AND SUBSCRIPTION 
Published six times a year, reviews books BOOKS BULLETIN. ALA. $6.00 a year. 
for adults, young people and children with Published twice a month except August. 
the small library in mind. Annotations given for fiction and non- 








fiction for adults, young people and chil- 
dren. Bibliographic information, suggestions 
for classification and subject entries are 
given. Appraisals of films, lists of free and 
inexpensive materials and lengthy reviews 
of one or two reference books are included. 


BOOK REVIEW DIGEST. H. W. Wilson 
Co. $12.00 a year. 


Published ten times a year with six-month 
cumulation in August and bound volume 
in February. Contains short annotations of 
adult and children’s books, excerpts from 
several reviews, and further sources of re- 
views. Uses plus and minus signs to denote 
favorable and unfavorable reviews. Also 
gives bibliographic information, classifica- 
tion and subject entries. One disadvantage 
is that books reviewed are often in book 
stores before this publication is received, 
since collecting reviews from _ periodicals 
requires time. 


VIRGINIA KIRKUS’ SERVICE BULLE- 
TIN. Service basis. 

Published twice a month. Reviews adult 

and children’s books. Especially helpful in 

fiction. Reviews are given about six weeks 

prior to publication. 


LIBRARY JOURNAL. R. R. Bowker Co. 
$9.00 a year. 


Published twice a month. Monthly July 
and August. Includes signed annotations 
for adult and juvenile fiction and non- 
fiction written by librarians throughout the 
country. Fifteenth of the month issue in- 
cludes “Junior Books Appraised.” Espe- 
cially recommended juvenile books are 
single starred. Double star indicates book 
that even smallest library should consider. 
Special sections include books recommended 
for young adults, music, non-musical re- 
cordings and the other subject areas. In- 
cludes lists of the many monthly book club 
selections. 


FURTHER AIDS FOR CURRENT 
PUBLICATIONS 


PUBLISHERS WEEKLY. Bowker. $11.00 
a year. 


Special issues — Spring, Summer, Fall an- 
nouncements and Children’s issue. 


BOOK BUYERS GUIDE. Baker & Tay- 
lor. Monthly. $5.00 a year. 


NEW YORK TIMES BOOK REVIEW. 
$4.80 a year. 


Sunday Supplement. 


NEW YORK HERALD-TRIBUNE BOOK 
REVIEW. $2.50 a year. 


Sunday Supplement. 


Periodicals 


SATURDAY REVIEW. $7.00 a year. 
HARPER’S MAGAZINE. $6.00 a year. 
ATLANTIC MONTHLY. $7.50 a year. 
TIME. $7.00 a year. 


AIDS IN BUILDING A LIBRARY 
COLLECTION 


STANDARD CATALOG FOR PUBLIC 
LIBRARIES. 4th ed. 1958. H. W. Wil- 
son Company. 


STANDARD CATALOG FOR HIGH 
SCHOOL LIBRARIES. 7th ed. 1957. 
H. W. Wilson Company. 


FICTION CATALOG. 1950. Annual sup- 
plements. H. W. Wilson Company. 


BUYING LIST OF BOOKS FOR SMALL 
LIBRARIES. 8th ed. 1954. ALA. $3.75. 


Reading is fun; it is an abiding joy. It can minister to any mood; it can 
encourage and hearten; it can inform; it can prompt to new heights; it can be 
relaxing or it can be purposeful—Dr. Ordway Tead 














Selection Aids For Non-Book Materials 


by GARDNER SOULE, Librarian 
St. Paul’s School, Concord, New Hampshire 


HE purpose of this article is to discuss critically for the small public 
library the most useful selection aids in the major non-trade book fields 
—pamphlets, paperbounds, records, and educational films. 

The whole area outside the trade book field is filled with problems for the 
librarian. We lack familiarity with the jargon, suppliers are scattered, reviews 
are hard to find and seldom critical. It is no wonder that we decide that, after 
all, our readers are most interested in trade books, and we don’t have time to 
puzzle out what seems to be a marginal area. 

We must not, however, consider our responsibilities as librarians in terms 
of materials but in terms of stimulating and meeting the needs of people for 
information of all kinds and recorded ideas in all forms. The small library 
has many of the problems of the small grocery store. Selling only canned 
foods is not enough. Stores must supply fresh produce and frozen foods, both 
of which are perishable unless given special handling. When we are out 
shopping for food, however, we seldom think of the grocer’s problems. We 
avoid the store that meets only part of our food needs. 





Mr. Soule is here shown conducting one of his regular library instruction classes 
at St. Paul’s School. (Putnam Photo) 








In the library, pamphlet files are also perishable and films and records 
require special handling, but they are important parts of this unique institu. 
tion supported by the public to meet the many varieties of library needs, 
Alertness, a little extra work when business is slow and the mutual helpful- 
ness which comes with being friends with our library neighbors—and we, too, 
can have library “supermarkets.” 


Pamphlets 


The first non-book items with which the librarian must deal are the pam- 
phlets. They arrive unasked in the daily mail. Lists of useful inexpensive 
booklets catch the eye in a variety of magazines. And when the students 
start asking for thin books on Jefferson, strikes, Cuba, NATO, and so on, it 
is time to begin organizing the pamphlet file whether in vertical files or in 
cardboard boxes. To keep it up-to-date the librarian can find descriptions 
and sources of useful pamphlets in magazines such as GOOD HOUSE- 
KEEPING, McCALL’S, CHANGING TIMES, and PARENT’S MAGA- 
ZINE; and also in LIBRARY JOURNAL, WILSON LIBRARY BULLE- 
TIN, and professional teachers’ magazines (borrowed from teacher friends). 


Frequent lists of “free and inexpensive materials’ may be found in the 
A.L.A. BOOKLIST. 


There are several publishers who issue pamphlets in special fields. The 
Foreign Policy Association’s excellent Headline Series on world problems and 
the Public Affairs pamphlets on social and family problems are two examples. 

Although there are no guides which review pamphlets critically, the lists 
mentioned above are selective and probably more useful for the very small 
library than the more inclusive services of THE VERTICAL FILE INDEX 
or the pamphlet listing at the end of the Weekly Record section in the 
PUBLISHERS’ WEEKLY. 


The basic book in working with pamphlets is Norma Ireland’s THE PAM- 
PHLET FILE IN SCHOOL, COLLEGE AND PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 
Written by a librarian with many years’ experience in a large library, it is 
valuable for libraries of any size in which a pamphlet file is being planned 
or already started. Besides its practical advice it contains a list of appropriate 
subject headings and the names and addresses of hundreds of companies and 
organizations which publish informative pamphlets. 

Elizabeth Ferguson’s very helpful talk to the V.L.A. in June, 1957, on 
pamphlets in small libraries may be found in the September, 1958, issue of 
the WILSON LIBRARY BULLETIN. 

The wide variety of very useful pamphlets easily obtainable from the 
Government puts an obligation on all public libraries to display some of 


6 








Qe ——eS i= Tl 


1e 
of 





the most popular leaflets. Libraries should also post the bi-weekly issues of 
the SELECTED UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 
A subscription to these lists of current pamphlets and books is available free 
from the Government Printing Office (Washington 25, D. C.). 

There are many valuable publications which do not appear on these current 
selective lists but which are still in print. Arranged by subject, PRICE 
LISTS of these items are also available free from the Government Printing 
Office. For example, Price List #11 contains pamphlets on “Foods and Cook- 
ing’; #50 deals with all aspects of “American History and Biography”; 
and #71, Children’s Bureau, lists popular booklets for parents such as “Infant 
Care,” “Your Child from One to Six,” and so on. 

W. Philip Leidy’s A POPULAR GUIDE TO GOVERNMENT PUB- 
LICATIONS is worth consulting for subjects of local concern, for it covers 
all of the popular fields of government publications. This is an indexed and 
annotated listing of publications in all fields in which the layman might 
want expert advice and guidance. The librarian who leafs through this short 
volume and secures copies of the Price Lists will have a good idea of the 
range of the Government’s publishing. 


Paperbound Books 


Many librarians are interested in acquiring paperbacks to satisfy the 
demand for mysteries and westerns or to have available copies of a wide 
variety of the classics of literature, history, science and philosophy. One of 
the most helpful of the selection aids is the SATURDAY REVIEW (now a 
general magazine rather than a solely literary one). The third issue each 
month annotates under several general subjects about two dozen current 
paperbacks and discusses new trends and series. Other annotated lists appear 
frequently in the New York TIMES and HERALD-TRIBUNE Book Review 
Sections, CHANGING TIMES, NEW REPUBLIC, NATION, AMERICA, 
and PUBLISHERS’ WEEKLY. 

For librarians wishing to know what paperbounds are available, R. R. 
Bowker Company publishes PAPERBOUND BOOKS IN PRINT. Issued 
twice a year, it lists about 6,000 books from 125 different series by author 
and title with some subject groupings. It is not all-inclusive. The editor 
states in the Summer 1959 issue: ‘Publishers choose those paperbacks they 
wish listed and help support this catalog by paying a nominal fee for each 
listing. Most publishers include their entire active list. However, some pub- 
lishers are not included in this current edition, among them Penguin Books, 
Dover Publications, and Gold Medal Books.” 

Subject lists of paperbounds appear frequently in the LIBRARY JOUR- 
NAL. The April 15th issue this year carried a four-page list of scientific, 
medical, and technical paperbacks including many popular public library 
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titles. Art paperbounds were listed in LJ for September 15, 1958. Business 
and economics paperbounds appeared in the September 15th issue this year 
and included a section of novels on big business. 

Recently two companies have started to sell quality paperbacks wholesale, 
Now, instead of writing to many publishers, the librarian can send a single 
order. These companies promise that all the books requested will be sent in 
one shipment with one covering invoice. Catalogs listing the titles they 
handle are available on request. The two companies are Paper Editions Cor- 
poration, 5 University Place, New York 3, N. Y. and Book Supply Company, 
564 West Monroe Street, Chicago 6, Illinois. 


Phonograph Records 


Problems of wear and public taste complicate the library’s endeavors in 
setting up a record collection and keeping it alive. However, records make 
new friends for the library and increase its usefulness. These friends can 
help you with your selection problems once the project has begun. 

For someone who has a knowledge of the standard classics and needs a 
survey of the various performances and recordings, the basic selection book 
is RECORD RATINGS, compiled by Kurtz Myers and edited by Richard S. 
Hill. Arranged alphabetically by composer, the book is a guide to records 
published in the period 1948 to 1955. It lists and appraises reviews which 
appeared in various popular and specialized magazines, indicating the re- 
viewers’ approval or disapproval in the manner of the Book Review Digest. 

There are other books which recommend specific recordings. These are 
generally designed as basic guides to personal collections, but may be used 
by the librarian to start or supplement a lending library. BUILDING YOUR 
RECORD LIBRARY, edited by Roy H. Hoopes, Jr., has individual chapters 
on each of the major sections of recorded music: classics, jazz, operas, musical 
comedies, folk music, and others. Each chapter suggests specific pieces as 
introductions and recommends individual performances. In all fields combined 
the book supplies a basic list of 500 good recordings. HOW TO BUILD A 
RECORD LIBRARY, by Howard Taubman, is similar but there is less 
comparison and criticism of individual recordings. 

Reviews of new records may be found in a number of general, homemaking 
and consumer magazines. The interested librarian should look through those 
on her own subscription list. The two magazines containing the best reviews 
are LIBRARY JOURNAL and SATURDAY REVIEW. The SATURDAY 
REVIEW’s Recordings section usually includes several long articles and two 
pages of very short notes. Philip L. Miller’s column in LIBRARY JOURNAL 
has only short reviews. Both are excellent guides. 

Just as personal reading is essential in the pamphlet field where there are 
no reviews, nothing replaces your own listening in the record field. General 
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advice in setting up a circulating record library is available in THE ILLI- 
NOIS LIBRARIES, Audio-Visual issue, September, 1958 (borrow from state 
library agencies). 


Films 

The selection of educational films in the case of the small library in New 
Hampshire and Vermont is one of selection for use, not for purchase. The 
librarian’s approach is usually by subject—surveying films available on a 
given topic or theme and then deciding which one meets the needs of the 
program most closely. 

For libraries in towns under ten thousand, films are available through the 
state library agencies in New Hampshire and Vermont (and Maine). North 
Country Libraries, in its issue for September, 1958, introduced the coopera- 
tive film project and included the rules and regulations. 

Librarians needing films in addition to those listed in the EDUCATIONAL 
FILM BULLETIN of the University of New Hampshire Audio-Visual Center 
may have use for two other film services: THE EDUCATIONAL FILM 
GUIDE and the EDUCATORS GUIDE TO FREE FILMS. The first is an 
H. W. Wilson magazine-type publication which lists all 16 mm. films released 
within the previous six months. There are cumulations about every four years. 
Listing is alphabetical by title with full information about running time, color, 
cost and source, plus a brief description of the specific subject and how it 
is treated. THE EDUCATORS GUIDE TO FREE FILMS is completely 
revised each year. It gives the same information about each film as the 
EDUCATIONAL FILM GUIDE and a similar descriptive note. Free films 
require a longer advance booking than rental films due to competition with 
other libraries and schools. These films are made available for free loan for 
their public relations value by various industries and by non-commercial 
groups such as tourist agencies of foreign governments. 

The annotations in the guides listed above are non-critical and brief. Those 
in the EDUCATIONAL FILM GUIDE often contain a little more informa- 
tion and are more compact than those in the GUIDE TO FREE FILMS. The 
ALA BOOKLIST, in the issue dated the first of each month, contains good 
critical, evaluative reviews of new educational films. Since there is no separate 
gathering of these and no subject guide—only a title listing in the index— 
they are not easily used. The essential particulars of running time, color, 
sound, and purchase price are also given, but no rental information. 

A number of organizations and state agencies in northern New England 
have films to loan but are not listed in the guides mentioned above. The 
DIRECTORY OF 16MM FILM LIBRARIES published by the Office of 
Education of the U. S. Department of Health, Education and Welfare is the 
best guide to these agencies. They include, for example: the state directors 
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of Civil Defense and the U. S. Soil Conservation Services in each state; in 
New Hampshire, the State Fish and Game Department and State Depart- 
ment of Health; in Vermont, the Barre Granite Association and the Vermont 
Cancer Society. There is a film library at the University of Vermont (re- 
stricted to Vermont) and several commercial film services in Manchester, 
Concord and Francestown in New Hampshire. 

The larger libraries which are members of the North Country Film Service 
preview films each month at the UNH Audio-Visual Center. Librarians not 
already involved and who are interested in sitting in with these preview 
sessions should write to their state agency for the dates. 

The selection of films without previewing is very difficult. Selection tools 
are inadequate; experience with a wide variety of films and groups is essen- 
tial. The sooner the librarian begins to acquire this experience, the better 
will be her contribution to the community. 

The most important selection aids for current non-trade book items are 
already familiar to librarians in smaller libraries. Some of these publications 
cover several fields. The ALA BOOKLIST, besides its notes on reference 
and trade books, lists pamphlets and paperbacks as well as reviewing educa- 
tional films. The SATURDAY REVIEW and the LIBRARY JOURNAL 
both review records and paperbacks. Two important lists discussed above 
are free: the lists of Selected Government Documents and the UNH list of 
Educational Films. Some libraries may wish to subscribe to the PUB- 
LISHERS’ WEEKLY for its comprehensive coverage of paperbacks and 
pamphlets as well as books. This is not an essential item for libraries on a 
very restrictive budget. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 


THE EDUCATORS GUIDE TO FREE  Leidy, W. Philip. A POPULAR GUIDE 


FILMS. Educators Progress Service, TO GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 
Randolph, Wisconsin (annual). $7.00 a Columbia University Press, 1953. $3.00. 
year. 
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us eee LIBRARY ASSOCIATION’S INDEX 
—— OF RECORD REVIEWS. Crown Pub- 


lishers, 1956. $5.95. 
Hoopes, Roy H., Jr. BUILDING YOUR 


RECORD LIBRARY. McGraw, 1956. 
$4.50. PAPERBOUND BOOKS IN PRINT. R. R. 
Bowker Company (Semi-annual). $3.00 
ivend, Norms. Ta Pama ee | * Ore pe eee cay 
IN SCHOOL, COLLEGE AND PUBLIC 
LIBRARIES. Faxon, revised enl. 1954. PUBLIC AFFAIRS PAMPHLETS. 22 E. 
$5.00. 38th St., New York City 16. 
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THE VERTICAL FILE INDEX TO Taubman, Howard. HOW TO BUILD A 
PAMPHLETS. The H. W. Wilson Com- RECORD LIBRARY. Hanover, rev. ed. 
pany (monthly). $6.00 a year. 1955. $2.00. 


EDUCATIONAL FILM GUIDE. Part 1: DIRECTORY OF 3660 16 MM. FILM 
A title list with subject entries. Part 2: A LIBRARIES. U. S. Office of Education. 
selected classified and annotated list of Government Printing Office. $1.00. (Or- 
films. Wilson, H. W., firm, Publishers. der number: FS 5.3.959/4). 






LIBRARIES 


The Vermont Library Association District Meetings were held at Newfane, 
Vergennes, Dorset, Danville and Richford. Librarians, trustees and friends 
had an opportunity to enjoy talks by Vermont authors and illustrators: 
Margaret Otto, Aldren A. Watson, Donald Brodine, Mrs. George W. Casey, 
Murray Hoyt, Dr. George Van Santvoord, Christine Price, Scudder Parker 
and N. Dean Rowe. There were lively discussions on various aspects of 
library services for children, young people and all TV viewers. 

At the Vergennes meeting three high school students presented the play, 
“Reunion in Vergennes,” originally given during the Vergennes Champlain 
Valley Festival days. The library staff helped obtain information and par- 
ticipated in the celebration. 

Reading Clubs were popular. Vernon children recorded their books on 
Vermont maple leaves. A total of 275 leaves were added to the tree. Brattle- 
boro and Bellows Falls children received U. S. Railroad charts which included 
all kinds of railroad cars in recognition of their summer reading. In Putney 
one boy read 100 books during his vacation. 

Vermont libraries participated in the Foliage Festival celebrations. Bellows 
Falls had an exhibit of Vermont historical materials with attendants from 
the William French Chapter DAR in costume. The Groton library held open 
house, highlighting local participation in the Champlain Valley Festival. 

Waterbury is continuing the Library broadcast by Alice Post the first 
Saturday of the month. 

At the annual meeting of the Rutland Free Library, Governor Robert T. 
Stafford was the speaker. 
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new hampshire 


LIBRARIES 


The RINDGE library held a pops concert on August 15th on the lawn. 
The concert was for the benefit of the library, and realized $60.00 profit, 
which will be used to install a telephone—The libraries in EPPING, 
BRENTWOOD and NOTTINGHAM have met together and agreed to work 
closely in the future in sharing books and avoiding duplication of purchases. 
—The exterior of the SOUTH HAMPTON library and the interior of the 
GILSUM library have been painted this summer.—New lighting has been 
installed in the NEWMARKET library, and the FITZWILLIAM library 
has a new lighting system contributed by the local Friends of the Library — 
Bookmobile service is now being given to the libraries in LEMPSTER and 
LYMAN.—A new addition has been made to the MASON library, the second 
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in three years —-NEWTON has a new outdoor sign, proclaiming its hours to 
all passersby.— This summer the FRANKLIN library again held its annual 
silent book auction. This is a popular device for raising money for the library, 
and at the same time disposing of discarded and duplicate books —A very 
successful Open House was held at the NEW DURHAM library on August 
23:d. Books discarded from their collection were sold for the benefit of the 
library —On August 22nd the formal dedication was held of the new $32,000 
BATES LIBRARY in CONTOOCOOK. 

MISS ANNE ELIZABETH LEACH, DOVER librarian for many years, 
died on September 8th. MISS MILDRED MORRISON is now acting li- 
brarian—The EPPING Woman’s Club has voted to sponsor a Friends of 
the Library group in that community. This makes twelve communities in 
New Hampshire having such organizations.--The LISBON library has had 
a fine exhibit of local artists and hobbyists in a vacant store window on Main 
St—The BRADFORD library has a new book return slot installed by local 
help. 
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The citizens of Dublin contributed over $800.00 this summer as a living memorial 
to Mr. Henry N. Gowing, Trustee of the Dublin Public Library for 45 years. Part of 
the money was used to purchase a motion picture projector and 12 folding chairs for 
the library. The remaining funds will be used to establish a Gowing Book Fund. Shown 
here at the presentation ceremony on September 24th are, left to right: Mr. and Mrs. 
Gowing and Mrs. Dorothy Worcester, Librarian. (Whitney Photo) 
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North Country Libraries Film Service 


by Miss MARGERY STROUD 
Public Library Consultant, N. H. State Library 


Below are listed new films added to the Cooperative Film Library since 
the original listing in the September 1958 issue of NORTH COUNTRY 
LIBRARIES. For a complete catalog use the two issues together, or request 
a complete catalog from the N. H. State Library or the Vt. Free Public 
Library Commission. 

Rental fees apply only to communities of 10,000 population or more. All 
other communities should apply for film bookings to the N. H. State Library 
or the Vt. Free Public Library Commission. Films are free to libraries in 
towns of less than 10,000 population except for return postage. Request 
bookings as far in advance of showing as possible. Notify your state agency 
of any difficulty in projecting the film. Damage is minimized if defects are 
corrected as soon as possible. Return films promptly after each showing in 
order that as many libraries as possible may have the use of them. 

Previewing sessions are held monthly at the Audio-Visual Center at the 
University of New Hampshire. The state agencies welcome suggestions of 
the kind of films wanted and needed throughout the two states. The Co- 
operative welcomes any library wishing to join as a participating member 
and agreeing to purchase a minimum of one film a year to be added to the 
Film Library. 


ABBREVIATIONS AND SYMBOLS brings him through the time of his de- 


oi  —sound cision, at the age of 30, to start his jungle 
B&W—black and white hospital. 

EBF —Encyclopedia Britannica Films 

IFF —International Film Foundation CHRISTMAS DEER. Grover-Jennings. 1 
IFB —International Film Bureau reel, sd, color, 16 min., PI, $8.00. 

P —Primary In years gone by, a great deer was seen 
I —Intermediate so often about Christmas time that he 
J —Junior High came to be called ‘The Christmas Deer.’ 
H —High School Stories were told that he had been at 
Cc —College 


Bethlehem on the first Christmas and was 
roaming the earth on a special mission for 
ALBERT SCHWEITZER. Contemporary, the Baby-Jesus. 

1 reel, sd, color, 80 min., JHC, $9.50. 
A feature-length biography of the Nobel CURIOUS GEORGE RIDES A BIKE. 
Peace Prize winner who has _ achieved Weston Woods. 1 reel, sd, B&W, 10 
world renown as a philosopher, theolo- min., P, $2.50. 
gian, missionary, physician, organist, and Uses the illustrations from the book by 
above all, as a man who has devoted Hans Rey to tell the story of Curious 
his life to serving his fellow men selflessly. George, a venturesome little monkey, and 
Traces Schweitzer’s life from birth and his mischievous adventures. 
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DANCER’S WORLD. Rembrandt. 1 reel, 
sd, B&W, 30 min., JHC, $4.50. 


Martha Graham expresses her philosophy 
of the life of the dancer and the dancer’s 
world through superbly executed dances 
by the students of her schools. 


EARTH SATELLITES. EBF. 1 reel, sd, 
color, 17 min., IJHC, $4.50. 


A film of wide general interest which ex- 
plains how man-made satellites stay aloft, 
describes what we learn from satellites, 
and suggests some of the things that we 
may look forward to in the future. 


FIVE CHINESE BROTHERS. Weston 
Woods. 1 reel, sd, color, 10 min., P, 
$3.50. 

The illustrations by Kurt Wiese are used 
in this old Chinese tale of the cleverness 
of five Chinese brothers who look exactly 
alike and who find this similarity a great 
help in outwitting the executioner. Retold 
by Claire Bishop. 


FLOWER ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE 
HOME, No. 1. IFB. 1 reel, sd, color, 
19 min., HC, $4.50. 


Pointing out need for artistry in flower 
arrangements just as in music and paint- 
ing, this demonstration includes informa- 
tion on containers and a series of flower 
combinations. 


HANDS THAT MADE AMERICA. Life. 

1 reel, sd, color, 22'%4 min., IJHC, $4.50. 
Made in the authentic settings of Ameri- 
ca’s famous restoration villages and histor- 
ical museums. Shows how American hands, 
from Colonial times to the present, have 
always had a special skill in fashioning 
useful, beautiful things; how from this 
skill and an innate ingenuity our uniquely 
American tradition of taste and design has 
grown. Based on Life magazine’s book 
AMERICA’S ARTS AND SKILLS, Dut- 
ton, 1957. 


HERCULES. Weston Woods. 1 reel, sd, 
color, 10 min., P, $3.50. 

Uses the illustrations from the book by 

Hardie Gramatky about the old horse- 


drawn fire engine which becomes a hero 
and saves the City Hall. 


ISRAEL, AN ADVENTURE. Tribune. 1 
reel, sd, color, 28 min., JHC, $5.00. 


A really beautiful view of the country and 
its people. Enhanced by a_ beautiful 
musical score and wonderful photography. 


JAPAN. JFF. 1 reel, sd, color, 25 min., 
IJHC, $5.00. 
Produced and narrated by Julien Bryan, 
this documentary film highlights the press- 
ing problems of food, industry and sur- 
vival with limited resources in a tough, 
modern, post-war world. In addition there 
are numerous sequences on music and the 
arts, theatre and even modern television. 
Will promote better understanding of 
modern Japan. 


LETTER FROM ALASKA. Northern 
Films. 1 reel, sd, color, 20 min., IJHC, 
$4.50. 


Shows people, cities, industries, climate, 
agriculture, geography, the Alaska High- 
way, the Alaska Railroad, and includes a 
review of Alaska history from its discov- 
ery in 1741 to the present. Completed just 
before Alaska achieved statehood. 


THE LIBRARIAN. /FB. 1 reel, sd, B&W, 
9 min., IJHC, $2.50. 


Planned to promote interest in the library 
field as a stimulating profession, the film 
emphasizes the background and _ training 
needed to become a librarian and _illus- 
trates the variety of ways in which the 
modern library provides service to the 
public. 


LIBRARY STORY. EBF. 1 reel, sd, color, 
14 min., IJHC, $4.50. 


How a modern public library serves its 
community. Dwells on the varied interests 
of “regular” readers, children, teen-agers, 
blind people, and those interested in 
music. Illustrates many parts of the li- 
brary including the children’s room, teen- 
age room, conference room, reference 
room, catalogue and microfilm sections, 
and art balcony. 
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LITTLEST ANGEL. Coronet. 1 reel, sd, 
color, 15 min., PUJHC, $7.50. 
For anyone who lives the spirit of Christ- 
mas and the meaning of Christmas. The 
story combines the human and the divine, 
expresses the grandeur of Christmas in its 
simplicity, and its inspired climax captures 
the significance of the Christmas message. 


MARSH ADVENTURE. Maine Inland 
Fish and Game Dept. 1 reel, sd, color, 
20 min., IJHC, $4.00. 

This nature film, which is pertinent to 

this locale and beautifully photographed, 

presents the plant and animal life of the 
marsh. 


MILLIONS OF CATS. Weston Woods. 1 
reel, sd, color, 10 min., P, $3.50. 


An unusual story about a very old man 
and woman who wanted one little cat 
and who found themselves with millions 
and billions and trillions of cats. Uses the 
illustrations from the book by Wanda 
Gag. 


MYSTERIOUS POACHER. Contempor- 
ary. 1 reel, sd, B&W, 50 min., PIJHC, 
$6.00. 

School children in Austria help capture a 
deer thief on the game reservation. The 
race for time over dangerous mountain 
trails is climaxed in the capture of the 
poacher, whose identity is a shock to 
everyone. 


PAINTING A PORTRAIT. EBF. 1 reel, 
sd, color, 11 min., $3.50. 

Eliot O’Hara demonstrates effective water- 

color techniques for achieving a successful 

likeness. Anyone who paints in any med- 

ium can profit from the film. 


PAPER IN THE ROUND. McGraw. 1 
reel, sd, color, 11 min., IJHC, $3.50. 
Paper sculpture techniques of folding, 
scoring, cutting, curling, slotting, shaping, 
and tabbing are demonstrated. Significance 

of tools and paper quality are discussed. 


PEOPLE OF A CITY. EBF. 1 reel, sd, 
B&W, 18 min., $4.50. 


Using an exciting musical score blended 
with natural sounds but without narration, 
the film provides an intimate glimpse of 
life in Sweden’s capital city of Stockholm. 
Through his remarkable skill with the 
camera, the Swedish film maker, Arne 
Sucksdorff, shares with us his love of 
people and his interest in their ways. 


PEOPLE OF VENICE. Churchill Wexler. 
1 reel, sd, color, 15 min., JHC, $4.50. 
Picture of an Italian family, its problems 
and pleasures, conditioned by one of the 
world’s most remarkable environments— 
the magnificence of Venice’s past wealth 

and glory. 


PICASSO. Contemporary. 1 reel, sd, color, 
50 min., $6.50. 


An autobiographical color documentary of 
Pablo Picasso, the man, artist and pioneer 
—picturing his work, his technique and his 
manner of living. The film uses 477 of 
Picasso’s works to trace his career from 
1896 to the present. 


THE PONY. McGraw. 1 reel, sd, B&W, 
29 min., PIJ, $4.50. 

The story of two farm children who, cap- 

tivated by a saddle pony, buy and bring 

him home where they care for him. 


RUSSIA. /FF. 1 reel, sd, color, 24 min., 
JHC, $5.00. 

A reasonably objective presentation of the 
story of Russia—that of the Tsars and 
that of the Soviets. Various aspects of the 
Soviet system — religion, farming, labor, 
housing, education, science, politics, and 
commerce—are shown. Authentic Russian 
music is used throughout. 


TOCCATA FOR TOY TRAINS. Bran- 
don. 1 reel, sd, color, 15 min., PIJHC, 
$4.00. 

A train trip through a midget wonderland. 

Music by Elmer Bernstein provides the 

background for the lilliputian creation. 

Train enthusiasts and collectors of models 

will be delighted. 
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A TRIP TO THE MOON. EBF. 1 reel, 
sd, color, 16 min., IJHC, $4.50. 

A new kind of science film suitable for all 

ages where the earth’s nearest neighbor, 

the moon, is studied. The great curiosity 

about outer space will make this film ex- 

citing to the widest audiences. 


VELASQUEZ. IFB. 1 reel, sd, color, 15 
min., $4.50. 

Photographed at the Prado Museum, this 
film is important for art students and art 
historians. Some of the artist’s important 
paintings are shown in very true color. 
Harpsichord music of the 17th century 
throughout the film. 


WHITE MANE. Rembrandt. 1 reel, sd, 
B&W, 39 min., IJHC, $5.50. 

The story of a young boy’s love for White 

Mane, a wild horse in the Camargue re- 

gion in Southern France. Through gentle- 

ness the boy does what ranchers were 


unable to do with force, but the horse 
breaks out of the makeshift corral and re- 
joins his herd. After a fight with the 
herd’s new leader, White Mane returns to 
the marshes where the ranchers try to 
trap him with fire. The boy rescues him 
and gallops off on his back to the river 
which sweeps them both out to sea. 


WILLIAMSBURG RESTORED. IFF. 1 
reel, sd, color, 44 min., IJHC, $6.50. 
Traces the story of the historic Virginia 
city from Revolutionary times to its elab- 
orate restoration in recent years, showing 
how many of our free institutions of to- 
day have their roots in the past. Of special 
interest to historical societies and those 

interested in antiques. 


NOTE: LOUISIANA STORY listed in 
September 1958 NORTH COUNTRY 
LIBRARIES is not available. 


SPIKED BOOTS--Sketches of the North Country 
Robert E. Pike The author, Eatontown, N. J., $3.59 


In these stories is the distinctive character and folklore of what people 
north of Boston call the North Country—the upper Connecticut Valley of 
New Hampshire and Vermont and adjoining areas up near the Canadian 
border. There were still virgin forests in this region in the late 19th century, 
and many of these sketches are based on the traditions of the great logging 
era which came to a close within the memory of many men still living. This 
is a rugged and beautiful wilderness country. Probably none of the tourists 
and sportsmen who have visited it have known the rugged native individual- 
ists as well as Mr. Pike. Many, of the older generation at least, had the 
qualities of frontiersmen — independence, self-sufficiency, resourcefulness, 
physical prowess, earthiness, and a fondness for strong liquor. Some were 
philosophers and poets, but more were gifted story tellers. Mr. Pike has 
collected many of their anecdotes and tall tales and has woven this native 
North Country material into a fascinating book. Hard-paper covers. 


P. A. HAZELTON 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


This is a highly selective list, carefully chosen especially for small li- 
braries in towns under 10,000 population. These are all books published 
within the last six months, hence no publication date is indicated. 

Classification numbers are included for non-fiction as a further con- 


venience. 


*Starred items are recommended for Young People. 


ADULT FICTION 
Ratpu D. RILEY 


Extension Librarian, Littleton Branch 
N. H. State Library 


*Andric, Ivo. BOSNIAN STORY. British 
Book Centre. $3.15. 

Fiercely individualistic people move against 
the East-West background of Travnik, 
capital of Bosnia, as the story of their 
struggle to maintain their Western stand- 
ards under Turkish rule unfolds. Meticu- 
lous delineation of characters and events 
of the early 19th century. 


*Brenner, Jacques. NEPHEW TO THE 
EMPEROR. World. $3.00. 


Ludwig van Beethoven is portrayed in 
earthy terms in the apocryphal Memoirs 
of Karl, his nephew and ward, who was 
dramatically and almost tragically over- 
shadowed by the genius “Emperor of 
Music.” Although fictional, this biograph- 
ical sketch in no way diminishes Beet- 
hoven’s genius. 


Busch, Niven. CALIFORNIA STREET. 
Simon & Schuster. $4.50. 


A throw-back to the pioneer ancestors 
whom the elite of San Francisco would 
like to forget, self-educated farm boy 
Anchylus Saxe becomes a powerful figure 
as a newspaper publisher. On his wife’s 
death, two of his three daughters seek to 
depose him, but the third, child of a 
pre-marital love later adopted, refuses to 
help them. The ensuing directors’ meeting 
climaxes the story, leaving Saxe tempor- 
arily victorious. King Lear in modern 
guise. 


Cottler, Gordon. THE BOTTLETOP AF- 
FAIR. Simon & Schuster. $3.50. 
Second-lieutenant Merle Wye can’t play 
baseball, but can speak Japanese, so is 
transferred to tiny Rotohan Island to cap- 
ture Bottletop, hold-out Japanese soldier 
who steals food and Coca Cola. How Wye 
outwitted the rest of the Army G-2 out- 
fit, outtalked Bottletop, and concluded the 
Bottletop Affair, and other affairs, pro- 
vides a hilarious farce drawn from the 
author’s World War II Army experiences. 


Deal, Borden. THE INSOLENT BREED. 
Scribner. $4.95. 


Shad Motley, carefree fiddling man, ar- 
rives in the southern town of Macedonia, 
marries the Squire’s daughter, and settles 
down to raise a picaresque family whose 
paganism conflicts with the innate purit- 
anism of the rest of the community. 
Earthy, and perhaps not for the squeam- 
ish, but rich in portrayal of strong and 
colorful people. 


Drury, Allen. ADVISE AND CONSENT. 
Doubleday. $5.75. 


When the President nominates Robert 
Leffingwell for Secretary of State, reaction 
is immediate and violent. All the good and 
bad qualities of our public servants are 
brought to the surface as the Senate votes 


censure, a prominent politician commits 


suicide, and an _ investigating committee 
brings in a surprise witness. A verbose and 
overlong story, not strong in character or 
plot, it is yet interesting for its picture of 
the Washington background, which the 
author apparently knows well. 
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*Duggan, Alfred. CHILDREN OF THE 
WOLF. Coward-McCann. $3.95. 
A master story teller with a sound histor- 
ical and archeological background gives a 
plausible re-creation of what may have 
taken place at the founding of Rome and 
during the following dozen years. Each 
character, from King to plebe, is a living 
person, prototype of modern individuals 
whom the reader will call to mind. 


Green, Gerald. THE LOTUS EATERS. 
Scribner. $4.95. 


A commercially-minded public relations 
man conflicts with an archeological party 
when he tries to exploit the finding of a 
pre-historic burial mound, shell heap, and 
court near a Florida resort. The story is 
a bit ripe, and the trick ending jars, but 
it is a rather clever satire on the current 
craze for advertising. 


*Johnson, David. THE PROUD CANAR- 
IES. William Sloane Associates. $3.95. 
The gay, dashing young men and the 
breathtaking women may be rather stereo- 
typed, but beyond them, this is an inter- 
esting account of the French General 
Charles Lasalle and his command, the 
crack French Hussar cavalry, the “Proud 
Canaries,” which were the pride of Na- 
poleon’s cavalry campaigns, and one of 

the secrets of his sweeping successes. 


*Lawrence, Josephine. ALL OUR TO- 
MORROWS. Harcourt. $3.95. 


The question of what to do about aged 
and single parents is an increasingly per- 
plexing one. The author, following the 
lives of three fiftyish sisters, treats the 
subject with a great deal of warmth and 
sympathy, and points out the need of 
these Senior Citizens to feel that they are 
needed and wanted. 


Levin, Meyer. EVA. Simon & Schuster. 
$3.95. 
Not a story of intrigue, but full of sus- 
pense as a young Jewish girl attempts to 
escape from Nazi-held Poland and _ find 
refuge. The story seems to be composite 
of many escape experiences. Told with re- 
serve, which does not exaggerate nor yet 


minimize the horrors which refugees ex- 
perienced. 


*Maugham, Robin. THE MAN WITH 
TWO SHADOWS. Harper. $3.00. 
A thought-provoking novel of a British 
Intelligence agent and his dissociated per- 
sonality. Shell-shocked, he blacks out at 
intervals, and his secondary personality 
takes over. Rapid pace; sympathetic treat- 
ment of a serious illness; suspense. 


*Neill, Robert. THE MILLS OF COLNE. 
Doubleday. $4.50. 


Young Robert Shaw aligns himself with 
capital in the uprisings against the mech- 
anization of cotton manufacture in a small 
English town. The early reign of Queen 
Victoria is the time of Shaw’s fight to win 
his twofold goal—a “place” in the business 
world, and the hand of beautiful Anna 
England. 


Ogilvie, Elisabeth. THE WITCH DOOR. 
McGraw-Hill. $4.50. 

After a mysterious 8-year absence, Craig 
Atwood suddenly returns to his wife and 
children on a small Maine island. Terror 
and mystery follow, as he insinuates him- 
self back into his family, over the distrust 
of his wife, Megan. As the reason for his 
return reveals itself, Megan’s distrust turns 
to horror, but is dispelled as real love wins 
out. Locale well pictured; main characters 
are strong. 


Urn, Althea. FIVE MILES FROM CAN- 
DIA. Holt. $3.50. 

The myth of the love of Parsiphaé for a 
white bull which leads to the birth of the 
Minotaur is recreated in a well-built story 
of Ancient Crete. Characters are some- 
what weak, and seem devices for the con- 
summation of the plot, but narrative is 
good. 


Warren, Robert Penn. THE CAVE. Ran- 
dom. $4.95. 


A young man is trapped in a cave near a 
small southern town. In the ensuing rescue 
attempt, the lives of several people are 
forced to crises which result generally in 
greater self knowledge. The story is com- 
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plex, but well developed by an outstand- 
ing craftsman. 


ADULT NON-FICTION 
Cuar_es D. MAvrRer, JR. 


Extension Librarian, Keene Branch 
N. H. State Library 


ADVENTURE—GEOGRAPHY— 
TRAVEL 


*Smeeton, Miles. ONCE IS ENOUGH. 
Norton, $3.95. 910.4 


The Smeetons twice experienced the wreck 
of their forty-six foot yacht in Pacific 
waters. In the first instance, Beryl was 
thrown nearly one hundred feet from the 
Tzu Hang as high seas flipped the vessel 
over. In each case, makeshift repairs en- 
abled then eventually to limp into port. 
Mr. Smeeton, a former professional soldier 
in the British and Indian Armies, who 
with his wife has also done mountain 
climbing, writes with restraint of the un- 
usually dangerous and trying vicissitudes 
of their life aboard ship. 


*Vaughan, Agnes C. THE HOUSE OF 
THE DOUBLE AXE. Doubleday, $5.95. 
913.499 


Archaeological discoveries lend credence to 
the idea that ancient myths may in some 
cases have been based upon fact. Excava- 
tions on the island of Crete point this up, 
and also shed light upon a highly devel- 
oped civilization of thirty-five hundred 
years ago, one which preceded the Golden 
Age of Athens and which was in the proc- 
ess of development even before the build- 
ing of the pyramids. It is possible that 
Crete itself may have been Atlantis, the 
legendary lost island. A fascinating ac- 
count written in a style which will appeal 
to the lay reader. 


BIOGRAPHY 


Beach, Sylvia. SHAKESPEARE AND 
COMPANY. Harcourt, $4.50. 

The author’s Paris bookshop, after which 

the book is titled, served as a center, es- 

pecially during the 1920’s, for American 
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writers and artists. Although her shop 
derived fame from _ having published 
Joyce’s ULYSSES, she advises publishers 
in general against following this as an 
example, for in her opinion such policy 
would result in the death of publishing. A 
good proportion of these memoirs is con- 
cerned with James Joyce, but Miss Beach 
also offers interesting glimpses of many 
other personalities of that day, like Hem- 
ingway, Fitzgerald, Gertrude Stein, and 
Thornton Wilder. Numerous photographs 
further revitalize this great literary era. 


O’Connor, Richard. WILD BILL HICK- 
OK. Doubleday, $3.95. 

Mr. O’Connor’s stated aim is “to arrive 
at an approximation of the truth” about 
Hickok, and his carefully researched ac- 
count does dispel much of the myth sur- 
rounding his protagonist, just as did 
O’Connor’s earlier treatment of another 
legendary figure, Bat Masterson. As was 
the case with other heroes of the western 
frontier, Hickok’s reputation was an add- 
ed asset which helped increase for him the 
edge which he held over other gunmen of 
his day. Informal and lively. 


CRAFTS—HOBBIES—SPORTS 


*Daley, Arthur. SPORTS OF THE 
TIMES. Dutton, $3.95. 796 


Nearly one hundred of the author’s sports 
columns which have appeared in the New 
York Times since 1942 sample fifteen areas 
of sports and more extensively cover a 
sixteenth, baseball. Anecdotes and charac- 
ter studies play as important a role in this 
type of writing as do actual descriptions 
of athletic contests. The style is more the 
essay type than crisp reporting. Will be 
enjoyed most by fans who appreciate 
viewing the backgrounds and the partici- 
pants of sporting events. 


Mulac, Margaret E. HOBBIES. Harper, 
$3.95. 790 


A consultant on recreational activities and 
author of previous titles on this subject 
explores the fields of hobbies for adults. 
Miss Mulac emphasizes the need for plan- 
ned use of leisure time, feels strongly that 
work can seldom suffice as a sole outlet 
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for creativity, and suggests that everyone 
should consciously cultivate the best use 
of his leisure time. Under four broad 
headings, she groups examples of the in- 
numerable activities which hobbyists may 
choose to pursue. A thoughtful approach 
to a subject which has become increas- 
ingly important in our culture. 


HISTORY 


*Chidsey, Donald B. VALLEY FORGE. 
Crown, $3.00. 973.3 
Following the battle of Germantown, the 
Continental Army was required to occupy 
the strategically located Valley Forge area. 
The difficulty of existing with inadequate 
supplies of food and clothing, a factor 
accompanying extremely poor commissary 
organization, was complicated by the con- 
ditions of nature. The eventual and sud- 
den arrival of spring, coinciding with the 
decision of the French to join the battle, 
had a marked effect upon the morale of 
those who managed to survive the winter. 
Mr. Chidsey is highly successful in bring- 
ing to life this period of our history, and 
actually makes it seem very nearly con- 
temporary. Too often its study has made 
it appear remote to a point of near- 


_unreality in relation to our present-day 


perspective, but Mr. Chidsey obviously 
does not regard this era as ancient history. 


Paloczi-Horvath, George. THE UNDE- 
FEATED. Little, 1959. 943.9 


An Hungarian newspaperman and writer 
sheds additional light on the modern his- 
tory of his country in an account in which 
autobiographical aspects seem only _inci- 
dental. He describes how the Nazi regime 
forced his flight into exile in 1941 and 
also, more of importance, caused a swing 
of national devotion to fascism’s anti- 
thesis, communism. Although a loyal Com- 
munist, the author was later imprisoned 
by his own regime for five years. His re- 
port on background and his accounting for 
the 1956 Revolution is excellent, and is 
one more revelation and text of the hor- 
rors of the intrigue, the counter-intrigue, 
and the murder by which dictatorships are 
maintained. 





Toland, John. BATTLE: THE STORY 
OF THE BULGE. Random House, 
$5.00. 940.54 


Re-creation of one of the greatest 
crises of World War II, taking place 
between December 16, 1944 and early 
January, 1945. Mr. Toland’s detailed ac- 
count, including the individual partici- 
pants’ thoughts, actions, and conversations 
along with the overall strategies of the 
armies involved, is the result of two years 
of travel, the interviewing of over one 
thousand participants and witnesses, and 
other extensive research and reading. The 
Bulge, termed “Christrose” by the Ger- 
mans, was Hitler’s last attempt to turn 
the tide and may have been doomed to 
failure when he underestimated the per- 
sonal resources of the American foxhole 
soldiers, who Mr. Toland feels came of 
age during this battle. 


NATURAL SCIENCES 


*Jameson, William. THE WANDERING 
ALBATROSS. Morrow, $3.00. 598.2 


The author’s interest in the albatross was 
stimulated by his contacts with it during 
his service in the World War II British 
Navy. When he sought information about 
the albatross, he discovered that material 
on it was rather limited and scattered, 
that it was legendary in some instances 
and unauthenticated in others. This book 
contains good description of the albatross’s 
size, its special characteristics such as the 
ability to rest while in sustained flight, its 
habits, along with other fact and legend 
pertaining to this creature. Numerous 
photographs and drawings. A rather brief, 
succinct, and well presented treatment. 


SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 


*Gallagher, Barrett. FLATTOP. Double- 
day, $5.95. 623.8 


A magazine writer and photographer who 
is also an ex-Navy officer contributes a 
photographic history of the aircraft car- 
riers of the past fifteen years. The text 
details the rapid changes which have oc- 
curred in carriers during this period to 
suit best the needs of different eras, like 
World War II, Korea, and the present day 
of large jets and atomic-powered vessels. 
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An interesting account which also is a 
reminder of the rapid progress made in 
these two allied areas. 


SOCIAL SCIENCES 


Medina, Harold R. THE ANATOMY OF 
FREEDOM. Holt, $3.50. 320 

The noted circuit court judge, now retired, 
reflects upon his experiences and his out- 
look in fifteen essays. In one of these he 
affirms his faith in our system of juris- 
prudence, in others he states his philos- 
ophies of security, patriotism, and liberal 
education, while throughout he displays 
his belief in those spiritual values which 
are a part of the American ideal. Judge 
Medina’s manner of expression is inclined 
toward the simple and homely, even with 
editorial assistance in these positive and 
unpretentious discourses. 


CHILDREN’S BOOKS 
FOR THE YOUNGEST 
LESLIE SMITH 


Regional Librarian 
St. Johnsbury, Vermont 


Branley, Franklyn M. BOOK OF MOON 

ROCKETS FOR YOU. Crowell, $3.00. 
A simplified beginning study of rockets, 
how they work, and the reasons why we 
must use them to learn about outer space 
and the moon before man is able to travel 
in space himself. Large print and many 
colored illustrations will stimulate interest 
in the youngest scientist. 


Davis, Reda. MARTIN’S DINOSAUR. 
Crowell, $3.50. 

On a castle-visiting trip with his family in 
Wales, Martin’s boredom is suddenly re- 
lieved when he makes the acquaintance of 
a 500-year-old dragon in the dungeon of 
the last castle. The illustrations make this 
a first rate imaginative tale for the young- 
sters (and for the grownups, too). 


Friskey, Margaret. INDIAN TWO FEET 
AND HIS HORSE. Childrens Press, 
$2.50. 

Little Two Feet had no horse, so he had 

to walk, walk, walk. The story of how he 

searched for and finally found the horse 
of his desire is beautifully told, with 
earth-tone pictures by Katherine Evans. 


Hoffman, Felix. WOLF AND THE SEV- 

EN LITTLE KIDS. Harcourt, $3.75. 
A delightful re-telling of the familiar 
Grimm story, of particular interest to the 
preschool youngster. The bed-time story 
group will want this one read to them 
over and over again. Recommend buckram 
binding. 


Peet, Bill. HUBERT’S HAIR-RAISING 
ADVENTURE. Houghton, $3.00. 
A first picture book by a Disney Studio 
artist. Poor Hubert, the African lion, has 
the dreadful misfortune of having his 
mane singed off. The story of the recov- 
ery of his famous trademark involves just 
about every jungle animal, including the 
use of crocodile tears as a magic potion. 
Delightfully told and illustrated, with text 
in rhyme. Will become a favorite. 


Plasmati, Valdinee MAGNIFICENT 
PUMPKIN. Viking, $2.50. 
When the largest pumpkin for miles 


around gets dropped and broken on the 
day of the county fair, Millie and Bill 
fear that all their hard work in raising it 
from seed has gone to naught. Mother 
solves the problem by converting the 
pieces to a prize-winning pie, and the day 
is saved. Warm, earth-tone fall illustra- 
tions. 


Shannon, Terry. TRIP TO PARIS. Chil- 
dren’s Press, $2.50. 

A colorful book about a trip from New 
York to Paris and life in a French hotel. 
The continuous story in English is given 
at the bottom of each page, while above 
are listed French words and their pro- 
nunciations, their meanings, and vivid il- 
lustrations. A good beginning book to 
awaken interest in another language. 


22 











dio 
has 
his 
Ov- 
lust 
the 
ion. 
ext 


NT 


iles 
the 
Bill 
x it 
her 
the 
day 
tra- 


hil- 


New 
ytel. 
ven 
ove 
yro- 

il- 

to 





FOR THE MIDDLE GROUP 
Mrs. EstHer M. Swirt 


Acting Regional Librarian 
Free Public Library Commission 
Montpelier, Vermont 


Albrecht, Lillie. DEBORAH REMEM- 
BERS. Hastings, $2.75. 


The life story of a doll who first came 
into being in Old Deerfield, and changed 
homes throughout the Colonial, Revolu- 
tionary and Western Settlement periods. 
Quite as delightful as HANNAH’S HES- 
SIAN and should be enjoyed by everyone 
who liked HITTY. 


Baker,  Elizabethe TREASURES OF 
RATTLESNAKE HILL. Houghton, 
$2.75. 


Good family fun, New Hampshire in the 
summer, and a mystery concerning a Rev- 
olutionary War ancestor’s missing deed. A 
spritely, modern story to be enjoyed by 
the suspense loving. 


Govan, Christine. THE YEAR THE 
RIVER FROZE. World, $2.75. 


New England rivers always freeze, but 
only once did the Mississippi freeze in 
Tennessee. A very exciting story about the 
winter of 1898. Of particular interest to 
girl readers. 


Hutterer, Franz. TROUBLE FOR TOM- 
AS. Harcourt, $2.50. 

Originally published in German, this is a 
sensitive story of a boy and his donkey. 
Setting is a Yugoslavia town on the Dan- 
ube and it could have happened any time. 
Translation by Joyce Emerson is smooth, 
the story completely charming. 


Jane, Mary C. MYSTERY ON ECHO 
RIDGE. Lippincott, $2.50. 

Was the house haunted, where was the 

necklace, who took the money? The per- 

fect ingredients for a mystery story. 

Plausible, compact and exciting for both 

boys and girls. 


Price, Christine DAVID AND THE 
MOUNTAIN. Longmans, $2.75. 


A fast moving, delightful story of a boy 
and his beloved dog in present day Wales, 
which in some ways is just as foreign to 
us as ever. This talented author, who now 
has her home in Vermont, makes the set- 
ting come alive as she did Medieval Eng- 
land in earlier books. 


FOR OLDER BOYS 
EtHan NEWTON 


Assistant Regional Librarian 
St. Albans, Vermont 


Baudouy, Michel-Aime. OLD ONE-TOE. 
Harcourt, $3.00. 


Set in the beautiful countryside of France, 
this is an unusually good story in which 
man is pitted against “One-Toe,” the most 
cunning fox around. One-Toe’s exploits, 
from bold chicken marauding to getting 
drunk on the pressed grapes from the 
wine-making, confound his would-be cap- 
tors. It is also the story of four city chil- 
dren who come to know and love the wild 
creatures and their habits. Winner of the 
Prix Enfance du Monde. 


Catherall, Arthur. TENDERFOOT TRAP- 
PER. Criterion, $3.25. 


Young Warren Reedmay is spending his 
summer vacation in the big woods of 
northern Canada with old Eb, an experi- 
enced guide and friend of Warren’s father 
in bygone days. The excitement com- 
mences with an exhausting race against a 
rampaging forest fire and is sustained 
throughout by encounters with a thiev- 
ing wolverine, a pack of hungry wolves, 
and a variety of harrowing misfortunes. 
Suspenseful yarn for the outdoor lovers. 


Jackson, C. Paul. BUD PLAYS JUNIOR 
HIGH BASKETBALL. Hastings, $2.95. 


How Bud realizes his big ambition to 
make the Roosevelt Junior High varsity 
basketball team makes this a lively sports 
story that should appeal to all basketball 
enthusiasts. An appendix includes a_ brief 
history of the sport, fundamentals and 
techniques. 
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Mitchell, Elyne. THE SILVER BRUM- 
BY. Dutton, $2.95. 


The silver brumby is Thowra, a wild palo- 
mino stallion of the Australian bush coun- 
try. His story is one of struggle to remain 
free: it is his strength and daring against 
the relentless stratagems of ever pursuing 
Man. How he runs off with Golden, a 
domestic mare placed to lure him, and 
how he eludes his enemies is an exciting 
tale, which today is a legend in Australia. 
Written by a native Australian. Glossary 
included. 


Pederson, Elsa. VICTORY 
COVE. Abingdon, $3.00. 


Tension mounts at Bear Cove when the 
Nilson family homesteads near the Kal- 
gins. Pete Kalgin, the son, would like to 
make friends with the Nilson children; 
but his father; Joe, an Indian, regards the 
newcomers as intruders. When the Kalgin 
home is threatened, Joe learns what 
friendship can mean. A _ warm-hearted 
story of a family caught in a changing 
Alaska. 


AT BEAR 


FOR OLDER GIRLS 
Mrs. EstHer M. Swirt 


Acting Regional Librarian 
Free Public Library Commission 
Montpelier, Vermont 


Cavanna, Betty. 
Morrow, $2.95. 


Fifteen year old Andrea learns to sail and 
finds that a new step-father can be a very 
wonderful thing to have. This warm and 
real story, with its Cape Cod setting, is 
one of the author’s best to date. 


THE SCARLET SAIL. 


Molloy, Anne. BLANCHE OF THE 
BLUEBERRY BARRENS. Hastings: 
$2.95. 


Fundamentally a story of family life—but 
with a difference. The summer of 1917 and 
the blueberry lease-lands of Maine provide 
the background for the Tabbuts. Author 
lives in New Hampshire in the winter and 
summers in this part of Maine. 


Musgrave, Florence. A BOY FOR YO i 
AND A HORSE FOR ME. Hastings, 
$3.00. 


Jinny has everything from guppies to 
dogs, but wants a horse most of all. Thi } 
winsome teen-ager even runs an “animal 
sitting” service to earn the money for the. 
horse. What she does with the money will 
delight every reader. 


Rich, Louise Dickinson. MINDY. Lippin-} 
cott, $3.00. 


Mindy, very much a product of her New: 
England heritage, meets and faces life with 
fortitude and courage, laughter and tears,” 
The author has woven a story of the very# 
sight and sound of her beloved Maine’ 
coast, and the people who live there. 
Many adults will also savor this book for 
the sheer beauty of it. 


Vance, Marguerite. ASHES OF EMPIRE: | 
CARLOTA AND MAXIMILIAN OF) 
MEXICO. Dutton, $2.95. 


Not a hundred years ago, these two scions. 
of Europe’s oldest houses were sent to 


reign in Mexico. Pawns for Napoleon, 
deserted in defeat, one lost his life and’ 
the other her reason. A poignant and: 
beautiful addition to the list of this au-- 
thor’s distinguished books about royalty. } 


Books have always a secret influence on the understanding; we cannot at | 
pleasure obliterate ideas; he that reads books of science though without any | 
fixed ideas of improvement, will grow more knowing; he that entertains 
himself with moral or religious treatises, will imperceptibly advance in good- 
ness; the ideas which are often offered to the mind, will at last find a lucky 
moment when it is disposed to receive them.—Dr. Samuel Johnson 
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